City of Marine City
City Commission

April 17, 2014
A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, April 17, 2014, in the Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to order by Mayor Raymond Skotarczyk at 7:00 pm.

After observing a moment of silence, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Skotarczyk.

Present:
Mayor Skotarczyk; Commissioners Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Simpson and Turner; City Manager Gabor; and, City Clerk Baxter.

Absent:
None
Communications

St. Clair County Board of Commissioners
A request was received from the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners asking the City of Marine City to host a Commission meeting during the summer/fall months.  Mayor Skotarczyk supported the idea and City Manager Gabor said he would find out what dates were available and bring it back to the Board for consideration.
Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to accept the communication and place it on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Public Comment

Judy White, 8757 Anchor Bay Drive, Clay Township, spoke about the upcoming Marine City Music Festival to be held July 12, 2014.  Judy said the committee has worked very hard to bring the Music Festival back and they have a great line-up for the Beach Party.
Approve Agenda

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the Agenda, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Approve Minutes

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Commission Meeting held April 3, 2014, and City Commission Budget Workshop Meeting held April 10, 2014, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Consent Agenda
The following Consent Agenda items were presented:

· Departmental Activity Reports ~ March, 2014
· Marine City Area Fire Authority Run Report ~ March, 2014
· Special Event Permit Application ~ Marine City Music Festival
· Special Event Permit Application ~ Marine City Maritime Days
The lack of detail on the Special Event Permit Application for Marine City Maritime Days was discussed.  City Manager said more information on the event would follow, but the application was brought before the Board to lock in the date and location.  Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to remove Special Event Permit Application ~ Marine City Maritime Days, and place it under New Business ~ Item 10-D.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, and place it on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

New Business

Board Vacancy
· Planning Commission
Commissioner Simpson spoke of the Planning Commission vacancy and encouraged anyone that was interested to complete an application and submit it to the City Clerk.
City of Marine City Facilities Tour
Upon a suggestion from Mayor Skotarczyk, a facilities tour was scheduled for Commissioners on Saturday, May 17, 2014 at 9:00 am.  Commissioners are to meet at the Guy Center and will tour the Guy Center, Water Works Building, 300 Broadway, Marine City Police Department, DPW and Waste Water Treatment Plant.
Special Event Scheduling
City Manager Gabor reported, as Special Events are increasing in the downtown area, parking is becoming an issue. He made the suggestion to the Board to think ahead on how they want to manage the future of Marine City.   City Manager Gabor said planning for the 2015 calendar year should begin soon; he will bring back the topic in a month or two and see how the Board wants to proceed.

Commissioner Simpson supported the idea and suggested scheduling a planning date for the 2015 calendar year.  He said that inviting stakeholders -- City department heads, businesses and community organizations to come together to set the calendar, which would help alleviate scheduling conflicts and parking issues. 
City Manager Gabor to bring topic back to the Commission in the future to see how they want to proceed.
Special Event Permit Application ~ Marine City Maritime Days

Motion by Commissioner Meli, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to approve the date and location for Marine City Maritime Days with the stipulation that they provide a finalized plan within 45 days prior to the event.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Financial Business

Disbursements

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve total disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $208,152.72, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried.

Preliminary Financial Statements 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to accept the Preliminary Financial Statement for March, 2014.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Gabor provided updates on the following items:

· Tree removal and brush pickup almost complete from recent storm damage.  Stump removal to begin Monday, April 21, 2014; sidewalk repair to follow when weather warms up.
· City offices will be closed on April 18, 2014 in observance of Good Friday.
· Flood Plain Review for Façade Program to be published on April 19, 2014; to be completed the first week in June.  
· Looking at having Candice Miller in town as part of Façade/Rental Rehab Open House; more information to follow.
Commissioner Privilege

Commissioner Hendrick thanked the DPW, Police and Fire Departments, City Manager, City Hall staff and DTE for assistance with the storm.  She said it was nice to see everyone in the community pull together and help one another.  
Commissioner Avery also thanked the DPW, Police and Fire Departments and commented on how the police stopped and assisted a neighbor by pulling building supplies off the road for him.
Commissioner Simpson congratulated the DPW, Police and Fire Departments on having their emergency plans work successfully, even with reduced staffing levels.  Commissioner Simpson also thanked Cory Ames and Marine City Little League volunteers for their hard work on the Little League Field.

Commissioner Lovett said that everyone working together after the storm shows the great spirit that our community has.  She wished everyone a blessed and Happy Easter.
Commissioner Meli was thankful that no one was hurt from the storm and felt the City and community were very supportive during cleanup efforts.

Mayor Skotarczyk thanked the first responders and City Administration for their efforts with handling damage from the storm.  He said he was very impressed with how well they were able to help minimize the discomfort of residents affected by the storm, especially with reduced staffing affecting their departments.  Mayor Skotarczyk urged residents to come out and support the Little League on their Saturday, April 26, 2014 opening day.
Adjournment

Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to adjourn at 7:45 pm.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.








Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Baxter







City Clerk
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