City of Marine City
City Commission

December 5, 2013

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, December 5, 2013, in the Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to order by Mayor Charles R. Browne at 7:00 PM.

After observing a moment of silence, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Browne.

Present:
Mayor Browne; Commissioners Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Skotarczyk and Turner; City Manager Gabor; Deputy Clerk Baxter; and, City Clerk Kade.

Absent:
None

Communications

The following Communication was received and presented by Mayor Browne:
· Proclamation ~ 2013 Mariners Championship Football Team
Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to accept the Communication, and place it on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Public Comment

No residents addressed the Commission.
Approve Agenda

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Skotarczyk, to approve the Agenda, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Approve Minutes

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Commission Meeting held November 21, 2013.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Consent Agenda
The following Consent Agenda items were presented:

· 2014 Meeting Schedule
· TIFA Minutes ~ October 15, 2013

· Business License ~ A1 Family Dentistry of Marine City

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the Consent Agenda, and place it on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Unfinished Business

Marine City Area Fire Authority Equity Account Resolution
Chief Slankster provided a 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan, as of December 5, 2013.  The description of the plan states that it serves as a living document that provides insight of the upcoming unforeseen needs of the MCAFA within the next five years.
Commissioner Lovett stated her appreciation for all who keep our city safe, including the Marine City Area Fire Authority, and explained that requesting the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan was a statement of fiscal responsibility.  She said she wanted to see good financial planning by all departments within the city.

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to adopt a resolution to create an equity account for depositing 100% of the excess Marine City Area Fire Authority funds from the end of each fiscal budget year, which would then be used for future capital improvements, as presented; Resolution No. 038-13.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

New Business

Title VI Non-Discrimination Plan
Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Skotarczyk, to adopt the Title VI Non-Discrimination Plan for the City of Marine City.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.
Cancellation of January 2, 2014 Meeting
Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to cancel the January 2, 2014 City Commission Meeting.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

Audit Engagement Letter ~ McBride-Manley & Company
Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to approve the Audit Engagement Letter with McBride-Manley & Company P.C. for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, for an amount not to exceed $28,360.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.
Resolution for Charitable Gaming Licenses ~ H.P.A.T.E.E.M.
Motion by Commissioner Skotarczyk, seconded by Commissioner Meli, that the request from H.P.A.T.E.E.M. of Columbus Township, St. Clair County, asking that they be recognized as a nonprofit organization operating in the community for the purpose of obtaining charitable gaming licenses, be considered for approval.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.
Financial Business

Disbursements

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve total disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $136,943.70, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Gabor provided updates on the following items:

· Phone system changing over from AT&T to Comcast the week of December 15, 2013, saving City approximately $5,000 a year
· Lighted Santa Parade all set for December 6, 2013 at 7:00 PM
· Preliminary documents on Phase II of Façade Grant to be submitted week of December 9, 2013

· Seawall complete; DPW to do grading and finishing work
· City Clerk Diana Kade’s last meeting on December 19, 2013

Commissioner Privilege

Commissioner Hendrick congratulated the Marine City High School Football Team on their State Championship.   Commissioner Hendrick reviewed the structure of the Marine City Area Fire Authority and recommended that the city work with the MCAFA and not penalize them for saving money.

Commissioner Hendrick also reported that Paul’s Bakery was having a water issue, caused by the neighboring building’s addition.  City Manager Gabor stated that the city was working with the owner of Paul’s Bakery to resolve the issue.
Commissioner Meli spoke of his interest in researching the cost of the SCC Sheriff’s Department providing police services for Marine City.  Commissioner Meli explained he would like to save the city money, without losing services.  He also felt that the Marine City Police Chief’s vehicle should be negotiated.  Mr. Meli shared his appreciation of the Marine City Area Fire Authority and the cost-saving measures they have made to save the city money.
Commissioner Avery congratulated the Marine City High School Football Team and said that the community shared in their pride.

Commissioner Lovett also congratulated the Mariners and said that they have done Marine City proud.  She reminded the community of the Lighted Santa Parade on Friday, December 6, 2013 at 7:00 PM.  Commissioner Lovett spoke of the great opportunity the new Achatz store would bring Marine City.
Commissioner Lovett read a prepared statement that the police department provides full-time service, 24 hours a day/7 days a week.  However, in the event that an officer has to transport a prisoner to jail, the city is, at that time, without a police presence.  Mrs. Lovett spoke of Reserve Officers volunteering their services, at no cost to the city, during peak call times.   She explained that Chief Tillery was a retired Michigan State Police Sergeant who regularly puts in extra hours at MCPD, and never claims overtime.  She said his vehicle was a cheap trade-off for all the overtime he had not received, and complimented the department for being in tip-top shape. Commissioner Lovett suggested that Marine City look for ways to support the police department and keep them within our budget.
Commissioner Lovett recommended the Discover the Blue publication with many Marine City references and photos of Marine City displayed.

Commissioner Skotarczyk congratulated the Mariners and said he hoped they do as well next year.  Commissioner Skotarczyk explained that there was nothing personal in the decisions he makes as a Commissioner; and nothing vindictive in asking MCAFA how they were going to spend their money.
Mayor Browne also congratulated the Mariners and spoke of the nationwide attention the team has brought to Marine City in the past week, together with the recognition of Brendan Kay, starting quarterback at Cincinnati, and Jeff Gutt of the X-Factor. Mayor Browne recommended that, with the Christmas holiday coming, we remember to shop local and shop often in Marine City.

Mayor Browne reminded the Commission that the issue of the SCC Sheriff Department vs. Marine City Police Department had been discussed in the past.  He shared that Sheriff Donnellon felt the county could not save the city money, and they would not move in on a department that was so well respected.

Adjournment

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Skotarczyk, to adjourn at 7:41 PM.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried.








Respectfully submitted,

Kristen Baxter







Deputy Clerk

Diana S. Kade








City Clerk
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