
City of Marine City
City Commission
February 21., 201.3

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday. February 21,
2013, in the Fire Hail, 200 South Pa.rk.er Street, Marine City, and was sailed to order by
Mayor Charles R. Browne at 7:06 PM.

After observing a moment of silence, the Piedge of Aliegiance was ied by Mayor tirowiie.

Present: Mayor Browne; Commissioners Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Piieian,
Skotarczyit and Turner; City Manager Cabot; and, City Clerk Katie.

Absent: None

Communications

There were no Commuiiications presented.

Public Comment

No residents addressed the Commission.

Approve Agenda

Motion by Commissioner Phelan, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to approve the
Agenda, as presented. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Approve Minutes

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Sitotarceyk, to approve the
Minutes of the Regular City Commission Meeting held February '7, 2013, as presented. All
Ayes. Motion Carried.
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Consent Agenda

The Following‘ Consent Agenda items were presented:

I lJepai'tn1ental Activity Reports
" Marine City Area Fire Authority Run Report ~ January 2012
I Tentative 2013/2014 Budget Sohedule
I Planning Commission Minutes »~— December 1.0, 2012
ii Special Event ~ Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the
Consent Agenda, and place it on file. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Uniinished Business

None

New Business

Watchman Sculpture - Requests by Historical Society

Kim Turner, a Board Mernher of the Historical Society of Marine City, addressed the
Con'im.isSion with two requests:

1) Could the Department of Puhl.ic Works install a permanent base under the
"W:-itohman” sculpture, which is currently on a temporary base, located in the
waterfront park on South Water Street - the Historical Society to -i2OV€'t‘ the costs
of the base; and,

2) Officially name the waterfront park; "Watchman Park“ to match the sculpture.

Mrs. Turner reported that the sculpture, which had been on loan to the Historical Society
for two years, had been purchased by the Historical Society with donations received from
six donors. A plaque would he purchased and displayed with the name of the sculpture and
its donors. Mrs. Turner commented that the Historical Society would rnaite a request for
matching funds from TIFA to help with the costs of the permanent hase.

Commissioner Hendrick said she would like to involve the community in naming the park.
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Cornrnissioner Mali spoke of his displeasure of the modern art sculpture.

Commissioner liovett said she felt the scuipture had been appropriately named, and said
she was in favor of renaming the park.

Commissioner Shotarcayh thanked the Historical Society for its donation to the community,
and said he appreciated. the effort.

Commissioner Phelan said he would defer to the t'epi*esent:'-itive from the Historical Society,
whose purpose Wee to maintain a historic nature of Marine City.

Mayor Browne said he personally did not like the sculpture, but reminded everyone that it
was art - and, that everyones art was different. He said he was in support of building a
permanent base under the sculpture.

Commissioner Skotarcayk, supported by Cornniissioner Phelan, called for the question. All
Ayes. Carried.

Motion by Commissioner Skotarcayli, seconded by Coniroissioner Lovett, to name the
vacant City waterfront property, previously 131 South Water Street, “Watchman Park”.
Ayes: Browne,Lovett,Phelan,Si<,otarcayk,Turner. Nays: Hendrick, Meli. Motion Carried.

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the
request by the Historical Society of Marine City to have the Department of Public Works
install a permanent base under the Watchman sculpture; and, that all costs associated with
the construction and installation. of the permanent base wouid he covered by the Historical
Society of Marine City. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Capitol Improvement Program

On February 11, 2013, the Planning Commission adopted a Capital lmprovemeiit Program
of prioritywateti public strucrtures and improvements, which was presented to the
Commission.

Commissioner Hendrick noted that the listed improvement "Ward Street Bicycle Path
Construction" had already been completed.

Plarining Connnission Chairperson David Simpson a.dtires$ed the Cornmission and said that
the Planning Commission had maintained the terminology used "tliroughout the
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Comprehensive Master Plan, an.d that the intent of the item was to complete a trail that
would connect Ward Street to King Road.

in response to Commissioner Meli's inquiry as to a bike bridge over the Belle River, City
Manager Gabor reported that there was no funding for the project.

City Manager Gabor ()il'dlil‘lE.‘Cl clarification to other comments as Well.

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Cornmissimier Phelan, to accept the Capital
improvement Program, and place it on file. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

State Election Law -

Effective March 28, 2013, a bill signed into law by Governor Snyder would allow cities that
hold odd-year elections to move to even-numbered years by adoption of a resolution by the
Commission. Election date changes would take effect after ilecemher 31 in the year in
which the resolution is adopted. City Clerk Kade was asking for clirection in moving
forward with the election law change, which would he a trernendous Cost-savings to Marine
City. A letter to City Clerk Kade from City Attorney Iames Downey was also presented to
the Commission.

City Manager Gabor explained that the terms in the 2013 election would be ea-u:ended for
Mayor until 2016, and For Commissioners to 201$; and, that the terms ending in 2015 for
the other three seated Commissioners would he extended to 2016.

Commissioner Lovett said it was a great idea, and would save time and money. She also
noted that more voters would be in the polls in the evemnumbered election years. .

Commissioner Phelan said he hoped it would not deter anyone from running; although in
the long~terrn, it would he a good move. lie said. he felt a downside would be that voters
would get weary of a heavy ballot.

Commissioner Skotarczyk also commented on the cost savings.

City Clerk Katie commented that a Public Hearing was required prior to the adoption of the
resolution.

Motion by Commissioner Lovettt, seconded by Commissioner Sltotarczyk, to direct the City
Atlministratiori to move forward With preparations to change its regular election schedule
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in the odd—year to the evemyoar by adopting a resolution in compliance with Act S23,
Public: Acts of 201.2, Section 642. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Financial Business

Budget Amendments

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Corninissioner Turner, to approve a
Resolution to Amend the Fiscal Year 2012/2013 Budget to adjust for changes in anticipated
revenues and expenditures, as presented; Resolution No. 00243. All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Disbursements

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Comrnissioner Skotarczyk, to approval total
disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $503.4-82.1.7, as presented. Roll Call
Vote. Ayes: Browne, Lovett, Mali, Phelan, Skotarczyk, Turner. Nays: I-lendrictlt. Motion
Carried.

Preliminary Financial Statements

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded. by Comrnissioner Turner, to accept the
Preliminary Financial Statements for january 2013, and place them on file. All Ayes.
Motion Carried.

City Manager’s Report

City Manager Gabor provided updates on the following items:

"I Rentals above the Riviera Restatitatlt have a March 31“ completion date
I Paving of Bridge and Water Streets will he solfleduled for the end of Septembei

201.3 - there Will be five days with lane closures
I Paving of South Belle Rivet" Avenue to be done during bridge construction
I Windows at 300 Broadway - first delivery received; quality looks good;

installation has begun
I Budget process has started with the Department Heads
' Attended. MML Finance Committee Meeting in Lansing
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Commissioner Privilege

Commissioner" Lovett thanked. the Planning Commission for putting North Belle River
Avenue paving on the top of its Capital Improvement Program priority-rated list of
improvements; thanked the Police Departnient for being more visible in her area; and,
thanlted those property owners who clear the snow off of their sidewalks.

Commissioner l~lendriclt. echoed the tlianits to those who clear the snow off of their
sidewallts; and, thanked the Lions Club for a successful Wild Game Dinner. She said that
she had heard comments that the employees of St. Clair County Mental Health Authority on
Broadway were being asked to park their personal vehicles at Broadway Park, and said she
did not want to see the public parking area used for that purpose.

Commissioner Turner thanited the Historical Society of Marine City and the six donors for
bringing art and culture to Marine City.

Commissioner Meli thanked the Department of Public Works for keeping the roads and
bridge clean.

Mayor Browne noted that the Chamber of Commerce did not give out a "Volunteer of the
Year" Award this year. He commented that they could not survive without volunteers, and
asked that the Commission decide on one or two individuals to be recognized at a meeting
in March for their service to the City of Marine City.

Adjournment

Motion hy Commissioner liendriclt, seconded hy Commissioner Meli, to adjourn at 7:50 PM.
All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,
M " --_ ,1’ ........ ....

“"'""‘ Diana S. Kade t
City Clerk
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