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 City of Marine City 

City Commission 

June 16, 2016 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, June 16, 2016, in 

the Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to order by 

Mayor Skotarczyk at 7:00 pm. 

 

After a prayer offered by Reverend Wilson, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 

Skotarczyk. 

 

Present: Mayor Raymond Skotarczyk, Commissioners Terrance Avery, Elizabeth 

Hendrick, Dianne Lovett, Raymond Meli, David Simpson, James Turner, City Manager 

Elaine Leven, City Clerk Kristen Baxter 

 

Absent: None 

 

Communications 

 

The following Communications were received: 

 

 The Council on Aging – Washington Life Center 

 Philip Oleksiak 

 

The letter from Philip Oleksiak was read by Commissioner Hendrick, who was in support of 

continuing the City’s contract with Channel 6. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to accept and file the 

Communications.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Louise Beautell, 535 N. Main, spoke as a representative of the Historical Commission and 

announced that the Gingerbread and Paint the Town Grant Programs were taking 

applications. 

 

Gary Kohs, 430 S. Water Street, provided an updated total of $35,000 to $36,000 for the 

Beach Attendant Fun Raiser.  He also announced the First Annual Popcorn & Pumpkin 
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Festival, to be held October 15 & 16, 2016, with the hopes of breaking two Guinness World 

Records. 

 

Erin Doetsch, 323 N. William, commented that the recent article in the Voice News regarding 

the Marine City Beach was incorrect in stating that there would be lifeguards at the beach. 

 

Bill Haas, 203 Pleasant, spoke about the tree program, city sidewalks, TIFA low-interest 

loans, and his desire for the city to go after low-income rentals for blight and sidewalks. 

 

Joe Moran, 710 Pleasant, spoke about the importance of transparency and making meetings 

available to be reviewed.  He said that the city needed to find ways to continue this service 

for those who couldn’t attend meetings.  

 

 

Approve Agenda 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to add the following 

to the Agenda: 

 

 Communication from Philip Oleksiak as Item #4-B. 

 Request to waive fees for the Beach Pavilion Project as Item #10-I. 

 Resolution No. 025-2016 as Item #10-J. 

 Special Events Application ~ Praise in the Park, as Item #8-E. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

Agenda, as amended.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Approve Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the City 

Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2016, as presented.   All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

The following Consent Agenda items were presented: 

 

 Departmental Activity Reports 

 MCAFA Run Report 

 Business License ~ Earth Star Wisdom (new owner) 
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 Business License ~ Mariam Pizza, dba Dolly’s Pizza (new owner) 

 Special Event ~ Praise in the Park 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept the Consent 

Agenda and file, as presented.  All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Tetra Tech Contract 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

contract as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, 

Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

DPW Roof 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the roof 

contract, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, 

Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

Adopt Ordinance No. 2016-03 (Pedestrian Rights of Ways) 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve of the 

adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-03 ~ Pedestrians’ Right of Way, as presented. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to table the 

adoption of the ordinance until the enforcement of the ordinance was addressed by City 

Attorney Downey, and brought back for consideration. All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Channel 6 ~ Discussion 

 

Commissioners Lovett, Hendrick, Simpson, and Meli spoke in support of continuing service 

with Channel 6. 

 

Mayor Skotarczyk explained his position for being in favor of discontinuing the service, 

stating that the city had been trying to find a way to put money away for capital 

improvements.  He said that he believed the city needed to cut unnecessary reoccurring 

expenses in order to do so. 
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Commissioner Avery suggested that a request be put out in the future, prior to balancing the 

budget, to give Channel 6 and other interested parties time to bid.  In addition, he said it 

would be good to get citizens involved with what they want the Board to spend money on. 

 

No action taken. 

 

 

Recreation Department ~ Discussion 

 

Commissioner Lovett began the discussion and said that the city needed to look more closely 

at what the department was doing due to more than 75% of the program’s participants 

residing outside of Marine City.  She suggested Recreation Director Zyrowski look at 

subsidizing the program with other communities. 

 

Commissioner Turner agreed and pointed out that not only were the majority of the people 

taking advantage of the program not living in the city, many of the programs were not self-

sustaining.  He further commented that maybe the Recreation Department was not putting 

out the right product, due to the interest shown.   

 

Recreation Director Zyrowski said she was looking at ways to gain revenue for the program, 

such as field-use fees, and a percentage of concession sales to help cover utility costs. 

 

Mayor Skotarczyk pointed out that the Recreation Department needed to be a self-

supporting department within the next year, especially since so many participants were 

from out of the city.  The Mayor commented that every dollar mattered and that the 

department needed to pay for itself. 

 

Commissioner Simpson pointed out that Cottrellville Township recently dissolved their 

Recreation Program and wondered if combining their funding with Marine City would be an 

option.  He suggested that Recreation Direction Zyrowski contact Cottrellville Township. 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-04 ~ Sidewalk 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the 

introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-04 ~ Sidewalks, as presented.   

 

The Board discussed the impact the Sidewalk Program would have on city trees, as well as 

the potential financial impact on property owners. 
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All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-05 ~ Water/Sewer Rates 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to approve the 

introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-05 that amends Section 8 of Ordinance No. 57 relating 

to Water/Sewer Rates. Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  

Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Waive Permit Fees on Electrical Work at City Offices 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to waive permit fees on 

electrical work at city offices, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Waive Permit Fees on Library Gazebo 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to waive permit fees on 

the gazebo at the Marine City Library, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Board Appointments 

 

Planning Commission 

 

Motion by Mayor Skotarczyk, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to appoint Keith Jenken to 

the Planning Commission for a term that expires June 30, 2019.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, 

Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Mayor Skotarczyk, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to appoint Graham Allan to 

the Planning Commission for a term that expires June 30, 2017.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Mayor Skotarczyk, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to appoint Linda Gabler to 

the Planning Commission for a term that expires June 30, 2019.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, 

Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 
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TIFA 

 

Motion by Mayor Skotarczyk, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to appoint Scott Tisdale to 

the Tax Increment Finance Authority for a term that expires June 30, 2020.  All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Historical Commission 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to appoint Darlean 

Sugameli-Jarfas to the Historical Commission for a term that expires December 31, 2016.  All 

Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to appoint Darlean 

Sugameli-Jarfas as an alternate on the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term that expires 

December 31, 2019.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Marine City Area Fire Authority 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to appoint Lisa Hendrick 

to the Marine City Area Fire Authority as the City Commission Representative for a term that 

expires June 30, 2022.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to appoint Mark 

Posey to the Marine City Area Fire Authority for a term that expires June 30, 2017.  All Ayes.  

Motion Carried. 

 

Library Board 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to appoint Shannon 

Mrowiec to the Library Board for a term that expires June 30, 2019.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Appoint Election Commission Representative 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to appoint 

Commissioner Avery to the Election Commission.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
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Waive Fees for Beach Pavilion Project 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to waive permit fees 

for the Beach Pavilion Project, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

 

Budget Amendments 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve a Resolution 

to amend the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Budget to adjust for changes in anticipated revenues 

and expenditures, as presented; Resolution No. 020-2016.    All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Fund Transfer Resolutions 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve a 

Resolution that approves the Fund Transfer from the General Fund to the Cemetery Fund in 

the amount of $14,000.00; Resolution No. 021-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve a Resolution 

that approves the Fund Transfer from the Cemetery Trust Fund to the Cemetery Fund in the 

amount of $26.00; Resolution No. 022-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve a 

Resolution that approves the Fund Transfer from the Water/Sewer Fund to the Special 

Assessment Fund in the amount of $1,530.00; Resolution No. 023-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve a Resolution 

that approves the Fund Transfer from the General Fund to the Water/Sewer Fund in the 

amount of $10,000.00; Resolution No. 024-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Disbursements 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve total 

disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $154,079.13, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  
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Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion 

Carried.  

 

 

Preliminary Financial Reports 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to accept the 

Preliminary Financial Statements and place them on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Special Assessment & Outstanding Invoices – Added to Tax Roll Resolution 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve a 

Resolution authorizing the Special Assessment for Delinquent Accounts related to Property 

Clean-up Invoices, Water/Sewer Construction, and Water/Sewer Accounts; Resolution No. 

025-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Resolution No. 026-2016 ~ Amend the 2016/2017 Fiscal Year Budget 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve a 

Resolution to amend the Fiscal Year 2016/2017 Budget/Appropriations Act; Resolution No. 

026-2016.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Leven provided updates on the following: 

 

 Accepting RFP’s for legal services for the city 

 Accepting applications for Police Chief position 

 Working with attorney on Riverview easement problem 

 

 

COMMISSIONER PRIVILEGE 

 

Commissioner Avery spoke about tree damage on private property that occurred with the 
recent windstorm.   
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Commissioner Lovett complimented the Beach Attendant Fun Raiser and said it was great to 
see people come together for a common cause.  She also said that the new horse and carriage 
business was bringing something unique to the city. 
 
Commissioner Turner thanked all the volunteers who worked on the Beach Attendant Fun 
Raiser and all who contributed monetarily.  He also said he was excited for the First Annual 
Popcorn & Pumpkin Festival on October 15 & 16, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Meli complimented Lynn Zyrowski for the excellent job she has done with the 
Recreation Department, as well as Paul Dingeman with Channel 6.   
 
Commissioner Simpson reminded drivers that school was out for the summer, to pay 
attention to kids out and about. 
 
Mayor Skotarczyk wished everyone a Happy 4th of July and said the city needed to address 
blight and have TIFA focus on neighborhoods. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to adjourn at 9:09 pm.  
All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
             

Kristen Baxter 
       City Clerk 


