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 City of Marine City 

City Commission 

July 21, 2016 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, July 21, 2016, in the 

Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to order by Mayor 

Skotarczyk at 7:00 pm. 

 

After a prayer offered by Reverend Rooney, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 

Skotarczyk. 

 

Present: Mayor Raymond Skotarczyk, Commissioners Terrance Avery, Elizabeth 

Hendrick, Dianne Lovett, Raymond Meli, David Simpson, James Turner, City Manager 

Elaine Leven, City Clerk Kristen Baxter 

 

Absent: None 

 

Communications 

 

St. Clair County Undersheriff Tom Buckley made a presentation on the Drug Task Force 

millage renewal. 

 

Local students from Challenge 4 the Future made a presentation on their Get Out to Vote 

Initiative. 

 

The following Communications were received: 

 

 Thomas Rochon 

 The Blueways of St. Clair 

 Friends of City Hall 

 Pending Agenda Items 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept and file the 

Communications.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment 
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Angela Rochon, 490 Maple, Algonac, appealed to the Board and asked that they not clutter 

up the beach park with the proposed Beach Pavilion/Restroom Facility, to keep it as the 

treasure it was. 

 

Bill Haas, 203 Pleasant, said sidewalks were the homeowner’s responsibility and failure to 

care for them affected handicapped people. 

 

Charlotte Foley, 129 S. Water Street, asked permission from the Board to plant a tree in Drake 

Park in memory of local resident, Nancy Heisler. 

 

Laura Scaccia, 430 S. Water Street, announced the River Rec Teen Zone car wash on July 22, 

2016. 

 

Mike Hilferink, 218 Pleasant, suggested that a basketball tournament may be an activity that 

the Recreation Department could organize.   

 

David Malcolm, 102 Broadway, spoke in opposition to the location of the proposed Beach 

Pavilion and Restroom. 

 

Approve Agenda 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the Agenda, 

as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Approve Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the City 

Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2016, as presented.   All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

The following Consent Agenda items were presented: 

 

 Departmental Activity Reports 

 MCAFA Run Report & Agenda Packet 

 Special Event ~ MCHS Homecoming Parade 

 Planning Commission Minutes ~ May 9, 2016 

 Planning Commission Minutes ~ June 13, 2016 

 TIFA Minutes ~ May 17, 2016 
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 Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes ~ April 6, 2016 

 Election Commission Minutes ~ April 7, 2016 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept the Consent 

Agenda and file, as presented.  All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-04 ~ Sidewalk 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-04, that amends General Regulations Title IX, Chapter 90 

“Streets and Sidewalks”, as presented. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

Adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-05 ~ Water/Sewer Rates 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to approve the adoption 

of Ordinance No. 2016-05 that amends Section 8 of Ordinance No. 57 relating to Water and 

Sewer Rates, as presented.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  

Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

Beach Pavilion ~ Final Approval 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the Marine 

City Beach Pavilion and Restroom Facility project, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  

Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

Commissioners Hendrick and Meli were opposed to the location of the restroom facility and 

qualified their votes with a statement (see attached). 

 

Bids for Legal Services 

 

City Manager Leven provided copies of RFP’s, for legal services, from six firms.  She suggested 

setting a special meeting to interview the firms that the Board was interested in. 

 

The Commission agreed to interview the following firms, based upon the proposals they 

received: 

 

1) Kane, Clemons, Joachim and Downey 
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2) Davis Listman, PLLC 

3) Kramer & Murray PC/Ruggerello, Velardo, Novara & VerBeek, PC 

 

A Special Meeting to interview the three firms was set for Thursday, September 8, 2016 at 

6:30 pm in the Marine City Fire Hall. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-03 ~ Pedestrians’ Rights-of-Way 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

introduction of Ordinance No. 2016-03 ~ Pedestrians’ Rights-of-Way, as presented.  All Ayes.  

Motion Carried. 

 

City Beach Restroom ~ Waive Permit Fees 

 

Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to waive permit fees 

for the City Beach Restroom Facility.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Estimates for Patrol Vehicle Repair 

 

Three quotes were obtained for repair of a 2012 Dodge Charger police patrol vehicle.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to waive competitive 

bidding on the repair of the 2012 Dodge Charger.  Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept the estimate 

from Transmission Physicians for removal and replacement of rocker arm assemblies, lifters, 

push rods, camshaft assembly and necessary gaskets and seals, in the amount of $2,561.10. 

Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Waive Competitive Bidding for Police Department Modems 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Lovett, to waive competitive 

bidding for the purchase of three Cradlepoint Modems for the police department.  Roll Call 

Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
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Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

purchase of three Cradlepoint Modems, from Capital Outlay, in the amount of $2,898.57.  Roll 

Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Property & Liability Insurance Quotes 

 

Proposals for Property and Liability Insurance were obtained from Nickel & Saph, Inc. and 

Michigan Municipal League (Liability & Property Pool).  Presentations were made by 

Stephen Saph, Jr. (Nickel & Saph, Inc.), and Brian Steckroth (Michigan Municipal Pool). 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to retain  

Nickel & Saph, Inc. as the city’s property & liability carrier.  Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.   

Motion Carried. 

 

 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

 

Disbursements 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve total 

disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $579,077.77, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  

Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  Hendrick.  Motion Carried.  

 

Preliminary Financial Reports 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept the 

Preliminary Financial Statements and place them on file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Leven provided updates on the following: 

 

 Held a Visioning Session for the Master Plan on July 19th  

 Police Chief interviews scheduled for July 22nd 

 Attending a conference the week of July 25th  

 

 

COMMISSIONER PRIVILEGE 

 



6 
 

Commissioner Hendrick wished the 12-U baseball team good luck, complimented the fire 
department on the new paint job, and reminded everyone to vote on August 2nd. 
 
Commissioner Lovett announced the loss of an important member of the community, Msgr. 
George T. Browne. 
 
Commissioner Meli complimented the Challenge 4 the Future students on their presentation 
and said it was nice to see their involvement. 
 
Commissioner Simpson commented that the number of slip and fall claims in the city, over 
the past several years, spoke volumes about the need for the Sidewalk Program. 
 
Mayor Skotarczyk reported on the recent Visioning Session and said it was a good way to 
brainstorm for the city.   
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to enter into Closed 

Session at 9:52 pm for the purpose of discussing strategy connected with the negotiation of 

a Collective Bargaining Agreement with employees represented by the Teamsters Union No. 

214 and with employees represented by the Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM).  

Roll Call Vote.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to return to Open 

Session at 10:23 pm.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to adjourn at 10:24 
pm.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
             

Kristen Baxter 
       City Clerk 


