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 City of Marine City 

City Commission 

August 4, 2016 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, August 4, 2016, in 

the Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to order by 

Mayor Skotarczyk at 7:00 pm. 

 

After a prayer offered by Mr. George Hoyer, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 

Skotarczyk. 

 

Present: Mayor Raymond Skotarczyk, Commissioners Terrance Avery, Raymond 

Meli, David Simpson, James Turner, City Manager Elaine Leven, City Clerk Kristen 

Baxter 

 

Absent: Commissioners Elizabeth Hendrick and Dianne Lovett 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to excuse 

Commissioners Hendrick and Lovett from the meeting.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Communications 

 

The following Communication was received: 

 

 Pending Agenda Items 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to accept and file the 

Communication.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Gary Kohs, 430 S. Water Street, announced the First Annual Marine City International Comic 

Con to be held August 6, 2016, and Pumpkins, Popcorn, and Politics to be held October 15 & 

16, 2016. 

 

 

Approve Agenda 
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Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to approve the Agenda, 

as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Approve Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the City 

Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of July 21, 2016, as presented.   All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Avery, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the City 

Commission Closed Session Minutes of July 21, 2016, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

The following Consent Agenda items were presented: 

 

 Special Event ~ Pumpkins, Popcorn & Politics 

 Pension Board Minutes ~ April 26, 2016 

 Retiree Health Care Minutes ~ April 26, 2016 

 Planning Commission Minutes ~ June 13, 2016 

 TIFA Minutes ~ June 21, 2016 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to accept the Consent 

Agenda and file, as presented.  All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-03 ~ Pedestrians’ Rights-of-Way 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the 

adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-03, that amends Traffic Code Title VII, Chapter 70 “Traffic 

and Motor Vehicles”, as presented. All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement ~ Teamsters Union 214 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to approve the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement between the City of Marine City and the Teamsters Union 

214, as presented in Closed Session on July 21, 2016.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, 

Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 
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Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement ~ Police Officers Association of Michigan 

 

Motion by Commissioner Avery, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement between the City of Marine City and the Police Officers 

Association of Michigan (POAM), as presented in Closed Session on July 21, 2016.  Roll Call 

Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chief of Police Recommendation 

 

In a memo addressed to City Commissioners, City Manager Leven reported that five 

candidates were interviewed for the position of Chief of Police.  In addition to City Manager 

Leven, the panel of three local Police Chiefs, unanimously chose James Heaslip. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to accept the 

recommendation from City Manager Leven, and appoint James Heaslip as Chief of Police for 

the City of Marine City.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  

None.  Motion Carried. 

 

Hot Water Heater Installation (Police Department) ~ Waive Permit Fees 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to waive permit fees 

for the Police Department hot water heater.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Downtown Sidewalk Table/Chairs & Signage ~ Discussion 

 

City Manager Leven noted that Ordinance No. 90.016 stated: 

 

§ 90.016  MERCHANDISE AND MATERIAL. 
 

   (A)   No person shall place any merchandise, material or sign on any sidewalk or any 
merchandise or material within any street area, except that a reasonable quantity of 
material may be stored within the area for construction purposes for a period not 
exceeding 90 days upon permit issued by the City Manager when authorized by 
resolution of the Commission. 
 

She asked if the City was going to allow tables, chairs, benches, statues, sandwich signs, and 

merchandise on the sidewalks, or follow the ordinance as it was stated.   
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A discussion followed with the Board agreeing that although the items added to the charm 

of the city, they saw the need to provide a safe path of travel while following ADA compliance 

laws, in addition to controlling what was set outside by the businesses. 

 

Commissioner Turner suggested that a survey be developed and sent to local business 

owners prior to proceeding. 

 

It was decided that City Manager Leven work with local resources to see what other 

communities have adopted and bring her research and recommendation back to the Board 

for consideration. 

 

 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

 

Disbursements 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Avery, to approve total 

disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $356,479.82, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  

Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried.  

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Leven provided an update on the following: 

 

 Bid openings for the demolition of Terhune’s took place on Tuesday, August 2, 2016.  

Demolition could start within thirty days. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER PRIVILEGE 

 

Commissioner Simpson reported an 18.5% local voter turnout at the State Primary Election 
on August 2, 2016 and said the numbers were very disappointing. 
 
Commissioner Avery commented on the low voter turnout and also announced Heritage 
Days on September 16, 17, and 18th. 
 
Commissioner Turner congratulated Jim Heaslip on his appointment as Chief of Police, and 
said the City Manager couldn’t have made a better selection. 
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Commissioner Meli said he was excited to see the St. Clair County Drug Task Force millage 
pass, as well as other local millages. 
 
Mayor Skotarczyk spoke about his lack of participation in a recent article interviewing 
Mayoral candidates in the Voice Newspaper.  He said he didn’t participate because he never 
was contacted by the Voice to participate.  Mayor Skotarczyk said he was very disappointed 
that he was not contacted and wanted the citizens to know that he was very committed to 
the community. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to adjourn at 7:38 pm.  
All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
             

Kristen Baxter 
       City Clerk 


