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 City of Marine City 

City Commission 

November 5, 2015 

 

 

A regular meeting of the Marine City Commission was held on Thursday, November 5, 

2015, in the Fire Hall, 200 South Parker Street, Marine City, Michigan, and was called to 

order by Mayor Skotarczyk at 7:00 pm. 

 

After a prayer offered by Reverend Wilson, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor 

Skotarczyk. 

 

Present: Mayor Raymond Skotarczyk, Commissioners Terrance Avery, Elizabeth 

Hendrick, Dianne Lovett, Raymond Meli, David Simpson, James Turner, City Manager 

Elaine Leven, City Clerk Kristen Baxter 

 

Communications 

 

The following Communications were received: 

 

 Darlean Sugameli-Jarfas 

 Thomas Rochon 

 

Motion by Commissioner Simpson, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to receive the 

Communications and file.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Bill Haas, 203 Pleasant, asked why the Department of Public Works was lobbying the Tax 

Increment Financing Authority for a leaf vacuum instead of repairing the city’s broken 

waterfront.  He also asked for an impact study for the usage of downtown. 

 

Olivia Andrews, 827 Brown Street, spoke about water bill increases, fees, and the ready-to-

serve sewer fees that have been placed on all meters within the city.  Mrs. Andrews asked 

the city to consider removing the ready-to-serve sewer fees on secondary sprinkler meters. 

  

Approve Agenda 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

Agenda, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
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Approve Minutes 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Turner, to approve the City 

Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of October 15, 2015, as presented.  Ayes:  

Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

The following Consent Agenda items were presented: 

 

 Pension Board Minutes ~ July 28, 2015 

 Pension-Retiree Health Care Plan Minutes ~ July 28, 2015 

 TIFA Minutes ~ September 15, 2015 

 MCAFA Agenda Packet 

 Special Event ~ Poppies for Veterans 

 Business License ~ Waterway Books 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to accept the 

Consent Agenda and file, as presented.  All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Brownfield Plan Resolution ~ Inn on Water Street 

 

Michael Hilfinger, of Strategic Communication Solutions, presented a resolution of support 

for a Brownfield Plan which provides an estimate of captured values and payback.  He 

advised the Board that the Tax Increment Financing Authority passed a Resolution 

supporting it at its October 20, 2015 meeting.  
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Mr. Hilfinger noted there is a maximum of thirty years to forgo tax capture, but said it 

would most likely be in the neighborhood of twenty-two years. 

 

A discussion ensued with Commissioner Hendrick asking if the county was going to 

approve the same document.  Mr. Hilfinger explained that first the city would have to give 

support to the plan, then it would go to St. Clair County Board of Commissioners for 

approval, and finally move to the State of Michigan for approval.   

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve 

Resolution #027-2015 which supports the adoption of a Brownfield Plan by the City of 

Marine City, as presented.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  

Hendrick, Meli.  Motion Carried. 

 

Resolution to Enter Into a Loan Agreement ~ Inn on Water Street 

 

Mr. Hilfinger stated that as a part of the hotel project, a municipality must act as the 

fiduciary.  This resolution addresses that and allows for the City Manager to apply for the 

grant/loan, subject to final approval by the City Commission. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve 

Resolution #028-2015 to enter into a loan agreement with the Inn on Water Street, as 

presented.  Roll Call Vote.  Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nay:  

Hendrick.  Motion Carried. 

 

Ambulance Service Agreement 

 

Mr. Ken Cummings of Tri-Hospital EMS addressed the Board and explained that their 

auditors advised that the current contract between the Ambulance Authority and the City 

of Marine City should be updated due to the disbandment of the Ambulance Authority.  Mr. 

Cummings said the presented Ambulance Service Agreement had no changes in service or 

cost, and would renew automatically every three years, if no changes were requested. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Hendrick, to approve the 

Ambulance Service Agreement between the City of Marine City and Tri-Hospital Emergency 

Medical Services Corporation, as presented.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Board Vacancies ~ Board of Review, Zoning Board of Appeals, Historical Commission, 

Dangerous Building Board of Appeals 
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It was announced that seats are available on the above boards; if interested, please submit 

an application to the City Clerk’s office. 

 

 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

 

Disbursements 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve total 

disbursements, including payroll, in the amount of $50,977.98, as presented.  Roll Call Vote.  

Ayes:  Skotarczyk, Avery, Hendrick, Lovett, Meli, Simpson, Turner.  Nays:  None.  Motion 

Carried.  

 

Bank Resolutions 

 

Motion by Commissioner Lovett, seconded by Commissioner Simpson, to approve the 

Corporate Authorization Resolutions between Talmer Bank and Trust and the City of 

Marine City, and Fifth Third Bank and the City of Marine City, as presented.  All Ayes.  

Motion Carried. 

 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Leven provided updates on the following: 

 

 Participated in a webinar on Coastal Zone Management Grant Funding. 

 Attended a ribbon cutting event for the new office of the Economic Development 

Alliance of St. Clair County. 

 Attending fall training on Building Department, Code Enforcement and Zoning 

Compliance Services. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER PRIVILEGE 

 

Commissioner Lovett commented how city residents are showing pride in their community 

by improving their homes and property with flowers, fresh paint and general upkeep. 

 

Commissioner Hendrick announced that the Old Newsboys would hold their Craft Sale on 

December 5, 2015, in addition to the HOH Club Cookie Sale, and Merrytime Christmas in 

Marine City.  She said that December 5, 2015 was set to be a big day for Marine City. 



5 
 

 

Commissioner Avery commented that the City Commission was missing a vision for the 

city.  He said he hoped that time is set aside at each future meeting so Commissioners can 

talk about what their vision for the city is.  Mr. Avery pointed out that the only required 

function of the city is to provide police and fire protection for its residents.  The city then 

has to figure out what additional services they want to provide and how they are going to 

pay for them. 

 

Commissioner Simpson congratulated the Marine City High School football team for 

another great season.  Mr. Simpson said it was wonderful to witness the support from the 

community for local students.  He also mentioned he was happy to see the creation of a 

medical position in the Marine City Area Fire Authority. 

 

Commissioner Meli thanked Tom and Kathy Vertin for investing in the development of 

downtown Marine City.  He also wished the community a safe and successful Halloween. 

 

Mayor Skotarczyk wished Tom and Kathy Vertin the best of luck with their hotel project.  

He mentioned that the hotel was chosen as the number two project with Blue Meets Green 

of St. Clair County.  He further said the hotel will solve a big piece of the puzzle on economic 

recovery for the city. 

  

 

Adjournment 
 
Motion by Commissioner Hendrick, seconded by Commissioner Meli, to adjourn at 8:10 pm.  
All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        
             

Kristen Baxter 
       City Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
        

           Kristen Baxter


